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BEDROCK CHRONICLES 


--THE EVOLUTION OF THE FLINTSTONES -- 

A VISUAL HISTOR'Y OF HANNA-BARBERA'S MOST ENDURING CHARACTERS 
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED By SCOTT SHAW/ 

THE TEAM OF WILLIAM HANWA AND JOSEPH BARBERA HAS BEEN MAKING ANIMATED CARTOONS 
FOR HALE 4 CENTURY; THEY CREATED THE OSCAR-WINNING TOM AND JERRY SHORTS FOR MGM, THEN 
WENT ONTO GPEN THEIR OWN ANIMATION STUDIO IN 1457. THEY VIRTUALIY PIONEERED THE FIELD OF 
LIMITED ANIMATION ESPECIALLY FOR TELEVISION, AND SUPERVISED THE CREATION CFA LITERAL 
LEGION OF CARTOON STARS. BUT NONE OF THEIR VAST RANKS OF CHARACTERS CAN CLAIM ANY 
GREATER SUCCESS OR DURABILITY THAN THAT "MODERN STONE-AGE FAMILY,” THE FLINTSTOVES, 

ACTUALLY, THE FLINTSTONES’ BIKTH WAS ASOMEWHAT ROCKY ONE. BY THE LATE 1950'S, HANNA 
BARBERA ALREADY HAD A STRINGOF SUZESSES WITH THEIR SYNDICATED CARTOON SHOWS SUCH 
AS RUEF ANDREDDY, YOG! BEAR ANDTHE EMMY AWARD-WINNING AUCKLEBERRY HOUND. AT THE 
URGING OF SCREEN GEMS, 45 WEL! AS THEIR OWN INSTINCTS FOR INNOVATION, HANNA 
AND BARBERA SETOUTTO CREATE THE FIRST ANIMATED SERIES For PRIMETIME T. Vv, —>, 


‘ABOVE? TE ORIGINALLY 
PROPOSED CAST (INCLUDING 
“FREDOUNOR”) MEET THEIR: 
CUIRKENT INCARNATIONS. 


ED BENEDICT: 
LEPTITHE FUNTsrON! 
PamiLy PES: DINO. 
THE SNORKASAURUS: 
AND BABY PUSS, A 
SABRE-TOOTHED TIGER, 
RIGHT? BenieDicT'S 
‘SECOND VERSICN OF FRED 
1960) SEEN BRIEFLY IN 
KEY SCENES OF HE 
SHOWS PIT EPISODE, 
“THE Peat PARTY! 





ALLCHARACTERS ©1988 HANNA- BARBERA PROUS. ARNCLE ©1988 Scort SHAW! 


LEFT: B5Y PEBBLES 
ARRIVED IN MID 1963, 
A RESULT OF Die 
WORLD'S FIRST AN 
ATED CARTOON 
PREONANCY! (TOY 
MANUFACTURERS 
REJECTED THE Nomion| 
OF A SON IN FAVOR 
OFA "cUDDLIER” 
DAUGHTER... AND 
SOLD 3 MILLION 
PEBBLES” DOUSIN 
Hee FIRST TWomennS! 
RIGHT? BAWA-BAM, 
WAS ADOPTED By THE 
RUBBLES (11 64. 
THE WoRLO's STRONGER 
BABY; HIS ApPITICN, 
TOTHECAST WAS 








JOFACHANGE IN THE 
THRUST OFTHE SHOW, 
NOW AMER More 
SQUARELY AT THE 
CHILDREN'S MARKET. 


> FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF "THE" HONEYMOONERS (ano TOA LESSER EXTENT, OTHER LIVE-ACTION 
SITCOMS OF THE 19505, SUCH AS “FATHER KNOWS GES! ”), THE CONCEPT WAS EIET ARAUND A MIDDLE 
CLASS FAMILY OF HUMAN BEINGS (RATHER THAN THE USUAL FUNNY-ANIMAL ‘CARTOON CHARACTERS) 
WITH A "LOOK" AND PREMISE TARGETED AT AN ADULT AUDIENCE, A SITUATION WAS SLL NEEDED 
} FORTHE COMEDY, THOUGH; EXPERIMENTATION WITH THE TRAPPINGS OF PILGRIMS, REWANS, COWBOYS, 
ESKIMOS ANDOTIIERS FAILEP TOVIELD THE DESIRED RESULT, NEIMER DIP TIlE CONTEMPORA 
APPROACH; IT WASN'T UNTIL H-B CARTOONISTS BAN GORDON AND : 
ED BENEDICT BEGAN TO SKETCH THE FAMILY IN PREHISTORIC FURS, 
THA) THE CONCEPT BEGAN IO JELL- THEY WEKE INITIALLY DUBBED 4 
“THE FLAGSTONES ; THE NAME WAS SOON CHANGED TO "THE GLADSTONES. 
(TOAVOID CONFUSION, WITH THE SURNAME OF THE Mi/ AND Lo/scowic 
STRIP CHARACTERS,“ ELAGSTON") THE NONON OF A" MODERN STONE- 
AGE FAMILY,’ RESIDINGIN A SPLIT-LEVEL CAVE INTHE PREHISTORIC 
SUBURBOF BEDROCK, WAS A NATURAL WAY TD APPEAL TO THE AVERAGE B Ae 
TELEVISION VIEWER IN MUCH THE SAME CIRCUMSTANCES. THE ADDED |i 
GIMMICK OF USING A VARIETY OF RUBE GOLDBEKG-ISH PREHISTORIC [AC 
) “CONVENIENCES” PROVIDED THE PERFECT OPYORTLINITY TD CREATE 
{} ANENDLESS STREAM OF ANIMATED. SioHT-cAGs. aa\ J 
AFTER AN EXHAUSTING PITGJING CAMPAIGN CONDUCTED BY JOE SaBERA, ABC FINALLY BOUGHT f 
4 





ANE SHOW. THE INITIAL SPONSORS WERE ONE*A-DAY MULTI PLE VITAMINS ANID, OPDLY ENCLGH To 
Tobar's AUDIENCES, WINSTON CIGARETTES! AT THE LAST MINUTE (ACCORDING To HASTILY RE-LABLED 
MOVEL SHEETS), THE LEAL CHARACTERS’ FAMILY NAME WAS ONCE AGAIN ALTERED. > 


THE FOCKHEADAND QUARRY CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY, MR. SYLVESTER SLATE, 
(POIBLY ANANCESTOR: 

SHELETEON'S COSSWELL 





\ Sj ABOVE! FRED'S NEMESIS ANPEOSS AT 





ABOVE: GEXD KE COMIC BOOK CAVE KIDS INTROOLCED ROCKY RANGER AND HIS 
FLAPASAURUS, SHORT STUFE SUZY QUARTZ, IZZY EINSTONE. SANDY STONE, 
SHEEDY SHALE, SALLY STONE inp BUDDY BOULDER. TOLGH NEVER ANIMATED, 
THEIQ"UTTLE SASCALS=ISH STORIES FIRST PUBUSHED IN 1962. OFTEN GUEST- 
STARRED ASBBLES 0 BAM -BAMM. RIGHT: THE GREEN GOOSE AND HS Evil. | 
HENCIMEN MENACE TNEMAN CALLED FLINTSTONE, \1966 THEATRICAL FEATURE: 


‘ON SEPTEMBER 30,1960, THE FLINTSTONES PREMIERED NATION= 
WIDE ATB:ZO PM. (EST), IT WAS THE WORLD'S FIRST ANIMATED Serics (> 
FOR PRIME TIME TELEVISION. IT WAS ALSO AN IMMECIATE SMASH. CAND 
IDREMAINS THE ONLY ANIMATED SERIES EVER TO RANK INTHE A/ELSEN 
RATINGS TOP TWENTY SHOWS.) JT APPEALED TOTHREE GENERATIONS 
ATONCE; KIDS LOVEP THE PREHISTORIC GADGETS AND CARTOON FORMAT; 
TEENS LUG THE SHOW'S SATIRICAL ELEMENTS ; AND ADULTS RECCENIZED 

\ FAMILIAR mIDDLE-clASS SITUATIONS. BLUE-COLLAR WORKER FRED 
FLINTSTONE (We\CED @Y CHARACTER? ATOR ALAN REEDOR. 


LAND SAKES, HOw 





ABOVE: MRS. SLAGHOOPLE THE ULTIMATE MOTHER IN-LAW, TAKES A LCOKAT GRAND DAUGHTER PEBBLES OVER THE YEARS! 


‘OFFHANDEDLY CREATED FREV'S SIGNATURE YELL "Y¥aBB4-DABBA-DOO.’), HIS LONG-SUFFERING 
WIFE, WILMA (JEAN VANDER PYL), 3050) BUDDY AND NEIGHEOK BARNEY RUBBLE (MEL BLANC) 
AND HIS BETTER HALF. BETTY (BEA BENADE RET) WERE, IN THE WORDS CF ONE Ap AGENCY 
EXEC, "THE ONEV FRESH THING WE'VE SEEN FOR TELEVISION IN ASANY A SEASON.” 
It A SHORT TIME; THE FLINTSTOWE'S 2CGAN TD RECEIVE A MULTITUDE OF AWARDS AND CITATIONS, 

INCLUDING BEING VOTED THE 

“MOSS LNIQUE NEW 

PROGRAM” BY THE COUNTRY: 

TV, EDITORS IN THE FAME 

ANNUAL CRITICS Poll -7V. 

RADIO-MIRROR PRESENTER 

A-E WITHTV'S GOLDEN 

DOREN AWARD FoR’ vost 

ORIGINAL NEW SERIES! 

THEY ALSO RECENED THE 


G97 INCLUDED PENNY, 
MoonReck io WISGY. 





LEFT: 1977'S THE NEW FRED AND BARVEY 
WAS DOWINATEDBY "ABBOTT AND 

COSTELLO MEET FRANKENSTEIN “TYPE 

PLOTS AND GAGS. WITH GLI BOVSAS BUD an? LOU. 


APTER TWO HIGHLY- SUCCESSFUL SEASONS, 
THE WORLDOF THE FLINTSTONES HAD 
BECOME VERY WELL- ESTABLISHED: THE 
CAST NOW INCLUDED FAMILY PETS DINO 
AND BABY PUSS, ARNOLD THE PAPERBOY, 
OE ROCKHEAD ANP OTHER CRENIES AT 
ERev's lovee (THE LOYAL ORDER OF WATER 
BUFFALOS") BOSSMAN MR.SLATE, PRI— 
VATE EYE GUNNITE AND WILNAS 
MOM, MRS. SLASHOOPLE (VOICED BY 
VERNA FELTON.) ANIMATED PREHISTORIC 
—— = VERSIONS oF MODERN CELEBRITIES 
BECAME A TRADEMARIKOF THE SHOW, WiTH SUCH AS ANN MARGROCK, STONY CURTTS, GARY. 
GRANITE, ED SULLISTONE AND LOLABRICKEDA PASSING THROUGH BEDROCK FROM TIME TD TIME. 
ON FEBRUARY 22, 1963, BABY PEBBLES FLINTSTOVE WAS’ BORN.” IT WASTHE HIGHEST-RATED 
TELEVISION BIRTH SINCE 
LUCILLE BALL HADLITTLE 
Ricky, AETER A FEW 
ANKIETY BUILDING EPISODES 
REVOLVING AROUND WILMAS 
PREGNANCY, THE ADDITION 


IPA SLEWOENEW STORYLINES |) 
EXPLORING FRED AND WILMAS 

ADJUSTMENT To PARENTHCOP. 

THE FOLLOWING SEASON, 

THE RUBBLE'S A SOCAINEDA 

CHILD, ADOPTING THE 

HUSKY LITTLE Guy THEY 

NAMED BAMM-BAMM. HE 

WAS ASIT OLDER THAN 

PEBBLES Ano PODSEASINO | aBovET SeRE Denier Rene 
FADE ete eNe |aue: onomrcerenoure Wao 

THe SuPeR-Tyee CETEN [3 ute CHASE Fests. OVERSEEN GY MASTER 
eee % 

PINT- SI THe Wack Ton 

THE RUBBLES ALSO GOT IACEY TRADITION CE THE 

A’PET.OF THEIR OWN, HOPPY THE HOPPEROO, WHO CARRIED THE KIDS IN HIS PrucH. 

BY THE SHOW'S FIFTH SEASON, THE EMPHASIS ONADULT SITUATION COMEDY WAS DIVERTED 
BYTE INTROGLICTION OF THE FLINTSTONES AND RUBBLES NEW NEIGHBORS THE GRUESOMES, 
APAMILY OF BENIGN MONSTERS INTHE THEN-CURRENT MOLD OF IHE (MUNSTERS AND ADUAM'S PAIL.” 

STANDARD KIDVID'STORY ELEMENTS BEGAN JD PERVADE 
Hl FLINTSTONES SCRIPTS, SUCH AS HAUNTED HOUSES, ROBOTS, 
TIME MACHINES, SPIES AND SPACE ALIENS. “THIS TREND 

REACHED ITS PEAK (OR NADIR, DEPENDING UPON YOUR 

TASTE) DURING TIE SHOW'S SNKT)\ AND FINAL SEASON, 

IN WHice WE MET THE SUPERSCIeNTIFIC SPRITE FRam THE 

PLANET ZAITOX, THE GREAT GAZ00(VOICED BY HARVEY 

FORMAN.) GAZOGUSEDHIS GENIE-LIKE PONERS TO HELE" 

FRED.AND SARNEY. LEADING THEM ONA 

SERIES OF UNLIKELY MISADVENTURES, 

THE FLINTSTONES HADTEMPCOARILY OT 

ITS rows; IN966 ABC OWCELED THE SHOW, 


NEIGHBORS, CONSISTING OF WIFE AIDEA, FRANK) 

DAUGHTER ATROCIA ANSON FREAKY (VOCS 
zi JEE HERMAN” REUBENS.) 
LEFT: CAVETAAN “BECAME 

BEDROCK'S RESIDENT SUPER-HERO, 


SND GETTY FROM PREY) STORIC VILLAINS. 
(CCAVEY” WAS PREVIOUSLY SEEN IN HISOWN. 
SERIES SET IN MODERN TIMES, CAPTAIN, 
CAVEMAN ANDTHE TEEN ANGELS.” 
RIGHT: FRED, AS HEAFVEAKED AS THE 
FRUSTRATED FATHER OF A TEENAGEGIRL 

4 THEIGTI SERIES PEBBLES Ann BAMneAMn.(C 





TOPLEFT: FKEDAND BARNEY 
BRIEFLY WCONUGTED AS 
POLICEMEN IN’ 
Peg | COPS INEXELIABLY WITH 
Bl AL crer's "Sumo" AS A 
o>] PARTNER! THEIR USUAL 
MISSION WAS 70 CAPTURE 


AROUND BEDROCK INTHE 
TRADITION oF SccoBy- 
RIGHT: \N “SHAKE T"ONE| 
OF DOZENS OF PEBBLES 
CEREAL Commercials, 
BARNEY STAGES A 
FARCDY OF TYPKAL HEAVY 
METAL ROCK VIDEOS, 


FORTUNATELY, THE ORIGINAL 166 EPISODES WENT DIRECTLY 
YTD SYNDICATION AND WERE ENORMOUSLY SUCCESSFUL, 
=| CONTINUOUSLY AIRED IN OVER 80 COUNTRIES TO THIS Day. 
7 IN 466. COLOMBIA PICTURES RELEASED THE MAN 
CALLED FLINTSTONE, A THEATRICAL SPY-SPOOR OTHER: 
Er fo NEW PROJECTS WERE ConFINED To MERCHANDISING, WITH 
oo és BE) SUG4 PROPUCTS AS FLINTSTONE VITAMINS AND POST PEBBLES 
mS CEREAL APPEARING ON“THE MARKET, INADDITION TO THE 
WMNY LICENSES GRANTED TO TOY MANUFACTURERS AND RELATED FIELDS. (OVER 4,000 DIFFERENT 
NEMS, 10 DATE!) THEN IN 1971, THE FLINTSTONES MADE & COMEBACK WITH A NEWSERIES FOR CBS’ 
‘SATURVAY MORNING LINEUP, PEBBLES AND BAMM-BAMM (FOLIOWING ARCHIE PYAIAR TEEN-THEME) 
THIS SHOW LEDTO MANY MORE SAT-AM SERIES FEATURING THE BEDROCK GANG: THE FLINTSTONES: 
COMEDY Hour (1472), = 
THE FLINTSTONES 
SHOW(IT73), FRED 
FLINTSTOWE ANO 
FRIENDS (SINOIC.), 
FRED AND 





NEW | 
BARNEY SHOW/(:47), 


THE 90 MINUTE 
FLINTSTONES 
COMEDY SHOWG0) 
[FEATURING SUCH 
SEGMENTS AS" DIN 


COON RES. > AND BAMA: BAMA 
“CAPTAIN “FLINTSTONE GAMMICY ADVENTURES? “PEBBLES D) BAMA "AnD 
"Fie ERANRENSTONES = PND. TA FLRTISTOME RIBS be SEN PRCE Ae CoM 
ISO BEEN FEATIRED IN A NUMBER ce PRIME TIME SPECIALS INTHE LATE 19705, INCLUDING 
"A FLINTSTONES CHRISTMAS" AND "FRED'S FINAL FLING" (FRED AND BARNEY GUEST: STARRED AS THE 
CATERPILLERIN H-B's 1967 SPECIAL, “ALICE IN WONDERLAND, OR, WHATS ANICE GIRL LIKE YOUCOING IN A 
PLACE LIKE THIS?”) UPCOMING 
PROJECTS INCLUDE A LIVE-ACTON, 
FILM (STARRING JIM BELUSHI) 
AND A BROADWAY MUISICAL 
IN 1985, THE FLINTSTONES. 

caccraree THCIR BSP 
ANNIVERSARY. JUDGING BY 
THEIR. PReVJOUS ACHIEVEMENTS, 
"AMERICA'S (AND BEDROCK'S) 

RST FAMILY” WiLL BE AROUND, 
UNTILTHE NEXT Ice AGE # 


ABOVE: THE FLINTSTONE KIDS 
WATCH THEIR FAVORITE SHOW. 
‘CAPTAIN CAVEMAN AND SEN. ‘\ 
LEFT: ACTER A QUARTER- 
CENTURY, THEY FINALLY GET TO 
GETHERSI967S TELEVISICN- MOVIE, 

5 MEET THE FLINTSTONES, 








